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LENET ilha iktar minn siegha x-xita niezla bil-gliel. U
M -wied ghadda minn got-trigat, faru l-eghlieqi u waqghu xi
hitan tlus-selllleh. Fit-toroq hadd : kull tant tilmah xi karrettun
lu‘al—hu‘]t, bil-baghal mghobbi bl-ixkejjer u sidu jistkenn taht xi
bleb-—_dan bigs | Mill-bgija xejn !... Imma b’'dagshekk mhux sej-
jer Ninu jaqta’ qalbu u ma jmurx sal-wied. Halli tisha ftit ix-
xit_&! Imbaghad 1xidd 1il-*"boots’’, jitfa’ inc¢irata fuqu u kappell
gqadim f’rasu, u jitlaq ghall-wied, wahdu. Kull meta t-temp jagh-
mel hekk kien jaghmilha dil-biéca, irid u ma jridx. Kien ihoss xi
haga 1i ggaghlu jitlag jimxi 'l dik in-naha—donnu mat-tqattir ta’
l-ilma u t-tvenvin tar-rib ikun qed jisma’ l-lehen ta’ xi hadd isej-
jahlu lejn dak il-wied, mimii bit-titkiriet koroh u sbieh ta’ l-im-
ohoddi......

Did-darba Ninu ghamel bhas-soltu u telaq jimxi. L-eghlieqgs
bahh ! il-bdiewa kollha kienu dahlu jistkennu go xi dwejra jew
f'xi girna—u fuq l-ogsma kien infirex bhal star ta’ skiet u ta’
wahx 1i jganqgal fil-qlub elf mistogsija u jregga’ fil-mohh 1t-tifkira
ta’ kemm-il grajja... Hekk, sektin, dehru dawk l-1stess
eghlieqi lil misserijietna, u lil misserijiet misserijietna, mijiet
ta’ snin ilu, Il-hbieb taghhom bagghu biss 1x-xemx, u
x-xita, u r-rih, Ii kienu twieldu maghhom. ighoddu fiz-zmien
dagshom u bhalhom ma Jitbiddlu gatt.. [mmna l-bniedem ighix
ohal ftit, u jmut, u jerga’ jghix f'ta’ warajh—u b'dannkqllu J18-
pieca malajr wisq ! Dak ma ;_;’[mn..im;v%‘itqlgs_maghhqm. ma l-e;_-;’_'h-
lieqi qodma gabel kull bniedem... Kien jathom Nl}lg dawk l-in-
hawi—kien gera flhom meta kien ghadu zghir, gnehgm_mber
b'xiber. u kien tant dara b'dawk id-dehriet, hekk dahlet fibh lr-‘rl‘ha.
tal-hxejjex, tas-sigar u tal-hamrija, u |-hoss 't-u' lr-lea mgze[‘
fix-xitwa fuq il-blat, 11 saru l.)h'-c;_l minnu stess !... U 1!1.et-:'¢l kfll:nﬁeit
baga' jhossha wkoll din 1s-sejha ta _‘l-e;g-hlletil. u kllt?l] |§t1f3
folm helu ta’ 1-imghoddi kull meta jinzel sal-wied !... Imma 1ssa
kollox inbidel, u s-seher ta’ dawk l-inhaw!
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