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B u su t t il

inscriptions of the first and second centuries A.D. record
the existence of a municipium on the island of Gozo. There was a
c iv ita s or city enjoying a certain measure of autonomy and with an
assembley of the citizens. The representatives of the citizens
were the decurions who met regularly in the Council or Curici. A
number of public officials were in charge of the administration. A
municipal priesthood was also in existence. At the head of the list
of D ecuriones were put the names of the Patroni of the municipium:
they were influential and wealthy persons, usually of senatorial or
equestrian rank, who were adopted by the D ecuriones to form part
of the municipal curia as honorary members. They made frequent
v isits to Rome and to the Emperor in order to take up the case of
the people, of whom they were patroni. The municipal authorities
had statues erected in their honour in the forum of the city. A Go
zitan inscription of the second century A.D. records the services
Of a certain Postumus, the Patronus of the Gozitan municipium.1
The following is the text:
(C. Vallio . . f.) QVIR. POSTVMo. patroNo. muNICIPII.
flamini divi.2 HADRIANI. PERPETV O . (ex).3 QVINQ. DECVR.
IVDICum4
inter QVADRINGENARIOS.5 ADLECTO. A. DIVO. ANTO
nino AuG. PIO. OMNIB. HONORIB. CIVITATIS. SVAE. HO
nestissim e.6 FVNCTO. ITEM. LEGATIONE. GRATVITA. APVD.
divum78HADRIANVM. E T . APVD. AMPLISSIMVM, ORDINEM. DE
.............. 6 ALLIB. REDHIBENDIS. P L E P S . GAULITANA.
L a t in ,

1F or this inscription Cf. O.Brès, Malta antica illu stra ta , Roma, 1810,
p .3 1 5 , A.A.Caruana, Report etc. p. 141; C.I.L. No. 7 507; Ruggiero, Diz
ion ario ep ig rafico di an tichità R om ane, Vol.lII, 1895“1919, p.434, Des
sau, In scrip tion es L a tin a e S e le c la e , No. 6772.
2Brès and Caruana suggest imp for imperator.
3ld read 111 IV.
4 Id read IV. Dl.
sId read qualringenarios.
6 Id read hon este.
7Id have imp.
8Caruana reads n a v a lib u s; Henzen, vectigalibus', Mommsen, callibu s.
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EX. AERE. CON.
lato.oB. PLVRA. MERITA. EIVS. D.D.
(Caio Vallio, f. .) Quirina tribu, Postumo, patrono municipii, flam i
ni divi Hadriani perpetuo, ex quinque decuriis iudicum inter quadringenarios adlecto a Divo Antonino Augusto Pio, omnibus honoribus civitatis suae honestissime functo; item legatione gratuita
apud Divum Hadrianum et apud amplissimum ordinem de . . . llibus
redhibendis, pleps gaulitana, ex aere coniato, ob plura merita eius,
donavit dedicavit.
To (Caius Vallius) Postumus, (son of . ..) , of the Quirine tribe,
Patron of the municipium, permanent flamen of the divine Hadrian,
raised to the rank of a quadringenarius and made ex quinque decu
riis iudex by the divine Antoninus Augustus Piu s, after having
filled all the offices of his city in a remarkable way and after
having served on a free embassy to the divine Hadrian and the
most honourable Order concerning the restoration of the . . . , the
plebs Gaulitana, having collected the money, has donated and de
dicated (this statue?) for his many services.
Postumus, according to the inscription, was chosen ex quinque
decu riis iudex by the Emperor Antoninus Pius (138-161 A.D.). In
the days of Augustus capital cases in Rome were tried, perhaps
according to the provisions of the L e x lu lia Iu diciaria, by juries
drawn from four decuries: Senators, Equités, Tribuni aerarii and
ducenarii. From Caligula onwards the decuries — and each decury
was a thousand strong — were increased from four to five. There
seems to have been a number of jurors, the iu d ic es s e le c ti, who
constituted an élite among those of the four or five decuries. Their
full tide was iudex ex V decu riis or iudex s e le c tu s ex V d ecu riis,
juror chosen from the five decuries.9 Antoninus Pius in person,
perhaps, or through a senatorial commission chose Postumus as a
iudex s e le c tu s . When this happened Postumus must have been at
least thirty years old.10 From the nature o f their duties the iudices
s e le c ti had to spend much of their time in Rome. This must have
been one of the principal reasons why the Gozitan municipium
selected Postumus as its Patron in order to voice the interests of
the Gozitans. Furthermore since Nero’s time the iudex s e lec tu s
had to be of equestrian rank with the equestrian census of 400,000
sesterces. Postumus was made an e q u es or quadringenarius as he
9Cf. A.H.M. Jones, Roman Administration, p.43-44,
10Cf. ibid.
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was the owner of at le a st 400,000 sesterces, i.e . about 4000 Mal
tese pounds.
Postumus, says the inscription, was made index s e le c tu s , after
having filled all the public offices, hon ores, of his civitas, that is
Gozo. Therefore, he had been in charge of the public works in
Gozo as an a e d ile or of the treasury as a quaestor. He must have
been one of the two duoviri in charge of the administration of jus
tice. Perhaps he was a quinquennal is , an officer who conducted
the municipal census. He had been elected or coopted decurio, or
member of the municipal Parliament. In the inscription, which is
incomplete, we r e a d Hadriani perpetuo . . . to the permanent . . . of
Hadrian. The adjective perpetuus following the Emperor's name in
the genitive, normally qualifies the word flam en . The missing
words seem to have been flam ini divi Hadriani perpetu o, to the
permanent flamen of the deified Hadrian.11 Contrary to the wishes
of the Roman Senate, Antoninus Pius decided in 138 A.D. that the
late Emperor Hadrian should be declared a god and that flamines
of Hadrian should be instituted.
If the missing words in the inscription are flam in i div i, then it
follows that Postumus occupied one of the highest offices in the
Gozitan municipium, that of flamen or priest of the deified Hadrian.
In h is capacity as flamen he must have sacrificed to the dead Em
peror on certain fixed days. This is of the greatest interest for the
religious history of Gozo. It shows that when the inscription was
made, i.e . after 161A.D. there was the official cult of the dead
Emperofs in Gozo and that there was an official priest, the flamen,
who looked after that cult. This means that the curia or Council of
the Go zi tans was still made up of pagans who were still following
and fostering the pagan religion. It means also that the Gozitans,
the p leb s gaulitana, were honouring a pagan priest. Hence in the
middle of the second century after Christ, that is , about a hundred
years after St.P au l had been shipwrecked in Malta, the Chrisdans
in Gozo, if there were any, must have constituted a minority.
Postumus is said to have discharged his other duties well and
to have been sent on an embassy to the Emperor Hadrian and to
the Roman Senate (amplissimus ordo). The word gratuita (voluntary)
after leg ation e (embassy) implies that it was Postumus himself
who met the necessary expenses. We do not know the expenses a
11 Brès and Caruana read simply imp for im peraloris. But in that case the
genitive would be governed by no noun.
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leg a tio urbica, an embassy to Rome, entailed; Postumus however,
could afford to shoulder them himself. Unfortunately we cannot
know for certain what the mission was all about. Half a word L L IB
(us) and the word R edhiben dis are all that survive. R edbiben dis,
however, provides a clue. Redhibeo means / take b a c k or / give
back. In legal terminology the verb redhibere means to receive
back on the part of a vendor the articles that the vendor has sold.12
If the articles sold were found to be damaged they were to be
taken back by the vendor and the money was to be handed back to
the buyer. Postumus, therefore, seems to have gone to Rome to
discuss commercial or financial matters. He seems to have been
successful. The Gozitans made him Patronus of their municipium
and they contributed money out of their own pockets to have his
statue (?) erected in the forum or at le a st to have the inscription
made.
It is open to conjecture when Postumus was received in audience
by the Emperor Hadrian. Hadrian spent almost his whole life in
specting the provinces, and he was therefore away from Rome for
long periods of time. In 118 Hadrian remitted great amounts of
arrears which the provincials still had to pay, and he decreed that
a similar cancellation should be made every fifteen years. If the
mission of Postumus was somehow connected with these financial
matters then there is reason to think that the Patron of the muni
cipium of Gozo called on Hadrian either in 118 A.D. or more pro
bably in I 33 A.D., that is five years before Hadrian’s death. The
inscription itse lf seems to have been made after the apotheosis of
Antoninus, as that Emperor is referred to as Divus or divine.
The inscription mentions the cognom en Postumus; the praenomen
and the nomen are missing. In another inscription discovered in
Gozo13 we come across the name of a certain Marcus Vallius who
was raised to the equestrian order by the Emperor Antoninus Pius,
the same Emperor who appointed Postumus iudex s e le c tu s . We
read also that Marcus Vallius was the son of a Caius Vallius
Postumus, who had been the Patron of the Gozitan municipium.
Probably, then, the full name of Postumus was Caius Vallius
Postumus.14
12Cf. Digest, 21, 1, 21: Redhibere est facere ut rursus habeat venditor
quod habuerat, et quia reddendo id fiebat, idcirco redhibitio e s t appellata
quasi redditio. Cf. also A. de Zulueta, The Roman L aw o f S ale, Oxford
I960, p. 50 and passim.
13Cf. C .I.L . 7508.
14Caruana, op.cit., p. 142.
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In, the second centuiy after Christ there was in Gozo a very
flourishing municipium. There were all the h on ores or posts of
civil responsibility, there was a municipal Parliament, there was
a Patron. Besides the senatorial c la s s , made up of members of the
the municipal Parliament and of public officials, there was another
c la s s , the plebs gaulitana, which comprised probably all those
citizens who were not of the senatorial class. It is the latter that
had probably been benefitted by the services of Postumus and it is
that cla ss that contributed money for having an inscription and
probably a statue raised in his honour.
T his is one of the few inscriptions which throws some light on
the relationship of the Gozitan municipium with Rome. Postumus
was sent on an embassy to the Emperor to discuss financial mat
ters. Postumus was later raised to the rank of an e q u e s and ap
pointed iudex s e le c tu s in Rome. In other words posts like that of
index s e le c t u s , which had once been the monopoly of Romans, be
came now open also to provincials; and a provincial, although be
longing to a municipium of a small island, could now be called to
occupy higher posts in the capital of a world-Empire.

FERNAND GREGH
par F . C unen

L e centenaire de Fernand Gregh, que nous avons célébré le
14 octobre 1973, date de sa naissance, s ’inscrit dans le cadre du
centenaire d’autres écrivains illustres qui furent les uns, durant
de longues années, et l’autre, occasionnellement, ses illustres
commensaux et amis. Marcel Proust, dont nous venons de commé
morer le centenaire de naissance, est en fait le co-fondateur de la
revue fondée par Gregh et d’autres jeunes et brillants esprits,
Jacques Bizet, fils du fameux compositeur, et Daniel Halévy, pour
ne citer que ceux-là. On connaît en outre, la fameuse corresponpondance qu’ont entretenue Marcel Proust et F. Gregh, lequel a
publié à cet égard, au soir extrême de sa vie, Mon A m itié a v ec
Marcel Proust.
Un autre centenaire illustre, plus proche encore de nous, puis
qu’il. coïncide avec celui de Gregh, nous rappelle le souvenir de
Charles Péguy qui fut, suivant l ’expression même d’une page de
L'Age d’Or, 'un bon camarade’ et, au début du moins, un vaillant
compagnon d’armes de F . Gregh.
Nous voyons aussi se pencher sur ces lignes l ’ombre d’Anatole
France qui s ’éteignait, il y a un dem i-siëcle, au même âge véné
rable qu’atteindra son jeune ami F . Gregh. On commémorait en effet
il y a 2 ans le cinquantième anniversaire de la mort d’Anatole
F ran ce.
Il est donc de nombreux titres auxquels le poète 'humaniste’
mérite notre admiration. Il sut s ’entourer d’amis ch o isis, évoluer
avec aisance dans lex milieux les plus divers , et laisser partout
la trace d’un parfum poétique dont s ’imprégnaient les mille poèmes
de ce poète social.
Il e st une raison toute particulière qui nous convie à nous as
socier, si modestement que ce soit, au concert d’éloges, si dignes
de ce 'Hugo du 20ème s iè c le ’ comme le disait déjà Charles Péguy.
En effet la patrie lointaine de F. Gregh est cette île même de
Malte qu’il célèbre en un de ses poèmes. D’autres poètes français
sont d’ailleurs également dignes de notre considération, tel Marius
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