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EVENTS OF FOLALO]TbTiC INTEREST by GUIDO LANFRAKCO
A chronological list from August- 1979, to July 1981, This is a List
incorporating also material which had to be excluded fron Mnara No,*
of 1980, due to lack of space.

1979: ,
August

The Minister of Trade' gave advance. notice about a law to abolis
toys in the form of weapons, like revolvers, Bwords, etc., Phe
Peace Lab,Hal Far, had chlldren ceremonnously bury toys.

15th Aug,,the Perseid meteor shower reached its maximum, and
reminds oneé of the76021tan tradition, when people. £o out on the
fields o 100k for o Laurence's COul the meteor shower is
known as 'tears of 5t Law1ence - :

Grocers w111 henceforth be closed on Sundays and public- holidays
In recent years there used to be a roster, now abollshed

Horse races were held at GhaJnaiﬂ\J on the occasion 6f the
feast of the Mdonna of Loreto. :

Feast of St. Helen,B'Kara, agalnstarted to be held i the morn-‘ﬂ
ings an’ 19?8 It qu Held in the afternoon Rl

September - '"*-;rm,.g : '

Malte se Folk . Group returned from leya(Trlnoll) 1Viva Malta'
had taken part in a folk festival, for lLst Sept. Revol celebratlons.

On the fest of Our Lady, at Mosta, sparrows with strlngs and ribbons
on -their le gs, streaming behind, were released from the curch ;
door, as the;statue was woming out, Whilst it is part of a.celebrati
on, it is still cruelty to birds, and no need to be encouraged.

8th September commemorated as usual with a Mass for the Dead. of the

sieges at ot., John's co~Cathedral. Wireaths were laid at “the
monument Vlctory Square, Vittoriosa, by the Vitteriosa Cult.Xx Hist.
Bac., From this year, Govt. representatives laid wreaths: at foot

of Preedom monument at Vlttorlosa, instead of other sites. The
regatta took place as well, ' |

Sar il-pellegrinagg tar-roti u muturi mir-Rabat —Mosta ghall
Haz-Zabbar, fil festa tal-Madonna tal~ Grazzja, fejn. tblerKU.

Horse races at St. Venera for 23rd, were cancelled, due to no
permit being given, as a public road was to be used these had to be
organized by the Natlonallst Party Club, At Ghaxaq, 18 races
were held for the 2nd year, patronized by the Minister for Sports.
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The Curia announced that bells should hot be rung between Ilpn
and 6p m, except Christmas and Easter; also permissible after
Thursday evening function, Friday 3pm; calling people to mass
should not excédé 10 notes; Permissible also at funerals.
October

At parish of Burmarrad, 21st,blessing of farmers! tools.

1/fth, feast of St. Dimitri, Gharb, Gozo.

November

As from this year, Poppy Dayuwill be discontinued; the British
Legion hadcontributed tothefund since 1 tsinception.The
pecasion .used tobe very popular 1 nMalta, with poppies of several
types sold for funds, bigones .on cars andhorses, small on lafcel.

Chrjst thekKing, as from this year, vili include a Jesus Festival
in front ofSt. John's, after thecortege from Flortana; formerly
if .was a logg, elaborate corgege, from Castillo,throughvalletta,

to Flortana granaries.

December

The‘Ninisture ofculture, opened a museum o Ffold .machinery, at
Sta Venera, theVincenzo Bugeja Technical Museum, attheSocial

Action Centre.

For Christmas, the National Festivities Committee organised the
Chrismas Crib competition, thestreet lighting competition, and
ine

C
for thefirst tin oppn air cribs.
The fifth dnritversiary o fRepublic Daywascelebrated on the. 13th

at Cospicua, andVittoriosa Freedom Mon.um.ent. -
On 16th,Canterini d alrtigia, a folk group from Sicily, gave a show
vat thePhoenicia, organized by theltalian Cultural Institute.
On Christmas andNew Year, busservices will stop between nohnand
3.30p"tt, for a lunch time break.

1980
January

.26th & 27th- people were encouraged top resent gifts o fmoney or
food atchurch, tobe presented tothearchbishop for needy children

This was on Candlemas,.
24th, a mass for.journalists, ontheoccaston o ftheir protector,

St.Frances de Sales; held atCatholic institute.
Museum Dept. issued a setoffour engravings; two mapspby Ittar and
Paull, andtwocostumes by Zinellt,



