NEW CUSTOMS IN HOLY
WE EK

The Second Vatican Ecumenical Council of the
brought about many liturgical changds in the

Bixties

Holy Week functions.
Many of us, I an sure, may fceel nostalgic about some

ceremonies we used to attend to, and to which
accustomed.

of the lost
we had grown

Tocay's youngsters arec growing up in new surroundifgs
and ideas, and the Church had to update its activitie

s to make

the parishioners particinate actively in its functions. Some

new ideas have slowly krewt in, and may well becomc firmly estab-
lished and widesw»read in the islands.

In this short note, I will restrict myself to a hasty refere-
nce to some Holy Week points of interest,

One of the most obvious change is the Bood Friday Procession
which has now develop ed into pageant proportions in most towns
and villages. These »rocessions were formerly the basic statues
representing the mysteries of the Passion of Christ, with
the seven last words and other symbols. The processions are

now livened by numerous characters associzated w ith the Passion,
in many cases involving excensive costumes and weapons, symbols,
etc., and some also dress up for a modern nassion play before
the procession, foliow the procession, and f£inish thc play in
frpnt @f the church. (Gharshur).

The Passion processzional statues, in some towns, are being
progressively chonged, renlaced, increased in number of subject
and fizures.(Qormi, Rabat,etc.)

Perhavs less obvious is the re-introduction of the symbolic
Lamb wwhich, up to the 20's and 30's, used to be more commonly

. seen, made from ingredients normally used for the traditional

Figolli. ' The sale of easter eggs and figolld became mOre

. comrnercialised after the last war, but efferts arc being made tO
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