94 CUSTOMS TARIFF IN MALTA SINCE 1530

A survey of Tariff Reform will bring home to the reader the importance
of its study in the economic history of a nation, and as a greater yield seems
to be demanded with each successive vear, and the Tariff for lack of better
sources of income is the first scapegoat at hand, real ingenuity has to be em-
ployed to achieve this end, particulariy by drawing the useful lessons from
the past and making the desired generalizations of their success ‘and failure.
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'THE MALTA DIRECTORY AND TRADE INDEX 1957

The second issue of this important reference tool contains a veritable mine of
information on Maltese trade and industry. Apart from its Trade Index, which
includes in its 206 pages an Alphabetcal List of Firms, a Classified List of Firms,
a Compiete List of Cable Addresses. and local Trade Marks and Brands, it has a
Year Book Section followed by a short bibliography and a useful annotated list
of new books on Malta issued smce the appearance of the first number in 1956.

Of particular interest to readers of Melita Historica are the background ar-
ticles contained in Section I, which also includes a useful outline of Malta’s indus-
tries. The standard of the background articles varies from one contributor to
another, but by and large the studies are reliable and provide useful material for
the study of recent and contemporary Maltese History.

The following articles appear in the 1957 issue: The Maltese National Colours,
by J.G. Cutajar Beck; Constitutional Development 1800-1957, by Patrick G.
Staines: The Economy of Malta, by Dudley Seers; Financial Statement for the
Year 1957-58. by the Hon. Mr. D. Mintoff; The Practice of Medicine, by Prof.
P.P. Debono; Education in Malta, by Margaret Mortimer; Reform in Commercial
Lazx, by Charles J. Sammut; History of Banking in Malta, by S.M. De Maria,
besides information on Labour Legislation, New Automatc Telephone Exchange,
The Department of Trade and Industry, etc.
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