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A N EVENTFUL TWO YEARS IN T H E HISTORY OF MALTA AS 
RECORDED IN T H E BRITISH PRESS 

Anthony Vella Gera" 

T h e t w o e v e n t f u l y e a r s i n t h e h i s t o r y o f M a l t a , n a m e l y 1 7 9 8 t o 1 8 0 0 
c o v e r i n g t h e e n d o f t h e r u l e o f t h e O r d e r o f S t , J o h n a n d t h e F r e n c h 
o c c u p a t i o n o f t h e s e i s l a n d s , w e r e w e l l r e p r e s e n t e d i n t h e B r i t i s h P r e s s . 

H o w e v e r i t s e e m s b e s t t o c o m m e n c e t h i s d o c u m e n t a r y a c c o u n t b y 
g o i n g b a c k a f e w y e a r s , t o b e p r e c i s e t o t h e 2 1s t . J a n u a r y 1 7 9 3 w h e r e i n t h e 
" P l a c e d e l a R e v o l u t i o n " n o w t h e " P l a c e d e l a C o n c o r d e " i n P a r i s , t h e 
u n f o r t u n a t e K i n g L o u i s XVI o f F r a n c e w a s g u i l l o t i n e d . 

A n a n o n y m o u s e y e w i t n e s s w h o s e a c c o u n t w a s p u b l i s h e d i n T h e 
T i m e s , S a t u r d a y , J a n u a r y 2 6 , 1 7 9 3 d e s c r i b e s t h e e v e n t . " / have been a 
spectator to one of the most tragic sights that eve?- my eyes witnessed but the 
circumstance was of too much importance to allow me to be absent from the 
spectacle. The Major's carriage beingarrived at the place of execution it drew 
up close to the scaffold..... The king and his confessor", { t h e A b b e ' d e F i r m o n t , 
w h o s e m e m o i r s g i v e a m o v i n g p i c t u r e o f t h e k i n g ' s l a s t h o u r s ) ' , "than got 
out of it. The king on mounting the scaffold instantly took offhis stock himself 
as well as his great coat and unfastened his shirt collar. His hair had been clubbed 
up close like an abbe's in order that no indignity might be offered him The 
executioner went to tie up his arms.....then took up a large pair of scissors to cut 
off his hair.... His Majesty then said "I pardon my enemies. May my death be 
useful to the nation". The executioners than placed him to be beheaded. The 
king recoiled, and said, "Another moment, that I may speak to the people". The 
aide-de-camp to the commandant, Suaterre, then said to the executioner, "Do 
your duty". The wedge then slipped and the head was instantly off..,,"2 I n t h e 
o p i n i o n o f t h e e y e w i t n e s s b a r e l y t e n m i n u t e s h a d p a s s e d f r o m t h e t i m e o f 
t h e a r r i v a l o f t h e c a r r i a g e t o t h e e x e c u t i o n o f t h e k i n g . I t w a s e v i d e n t t h a t 
o r d e r s h a d b e e n g i v e n t o e x p e d i t e t h e p r o c e e d i n g s as q u i c k l y as p o s s i b l e , t h e 
a u t h o r i t i e s p e r h a p s f e a r i n g a c o m m o t i o n b y t h e v a s t c r o w d . T h e h e a v y 
m i l i t a r y p r e s e n c e , w h i c h a c c o r d i n g t o t h e s a m e e y e w i t n e s s c o n s i s t e d o f 
u p w a r d s o f 6 0 , 0 0 0 h o r s e a n d f o o t , r e i n f o r c e s t h i s v i e w . T h i s n e w s p a p e r a l s o 

* A banker by profession, Mr Vdla Gcra is a keen Mdircnsia collector. 
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g i v e s e x c e n s i v e c o v e r a g e t o o t h e r e v e n t s i n P a r i s , p u b l i s h i n g t h e c o n t e n t s o f 
t h e k i n g ' s w i l l , r e p o r t s o n o t h e r m e m b e r s o f t h e R o y a l f a m i l y , a n d d e b a t e s 
f r o m t h e F r e n c h N a t i o n a l C o n v e n t i o n . T h e w h o l e t o n e o f t h e n e w s p a p e r i s 
t h a t o f a w i t n e s s t o a c a t a s t r o p h e , a s i n d e e d i t w a s . T h e d e a t h o f t h e k i n g 
s p e l l e d t h e f i n a l e n d o f t h e ancien regime, a n d u n l e a s h e d t h a t e x t r e m e 
r e v o l u t i o n a r y f e r v o u r w h i c h s w e p t o v e r E u r o p e t o p p l i n g m a n y a n a n c i e n t 
m o n a r c h y a n d p r i n c i p a l i t y , i n c l u d i n g t h e p r i n c i p a l i t y o f M a l t a a n d G o z o , 
u n d e r t h e r u l e s i n c e 1 5 3 0 , o f t h e K n i g h t s o f t h e S o v e r e i g n M i l i t a r y O r d e r 
o f S t . J o h n o f J e r u s a l e m . 

I t w a s o n t h e 9 t h . J u n e 1 7 9 8 t h a t t h e G r a n d m a s t e r o f t h e O r d e r , 
F e r d i n a n d v o n H o m p e s c h , w h o w a s d e s t i n e d t o b e t h e l a s t G r a n d m a s t e r t o 
r e i g n o v e r M a l t a , w a s f a c i n g t h e t h r e a t o f i n v a s i o n b y a n u m e r o u s F r e n c h 
f l e e t e s c o r t i n g t r a n s p o r t s i n a l l t o t a l l i n g 5 4 , 0 0 0 t r o o p s -1, u n d e r t h e c o m m a n d 
o f t h e y o u n g , a m b i t i o u s , d y n a m i c a n d r u t h l e s s G e n e r a l N a p o l e o n B o n a p a r t e , 
e n - r o u t e , as i t t r a n s p i r e d , t o E g y p t , b u t w i t h i n s t r u c t i o n s t o o c c u p y M a l t a . ' ' 

T h e t h r e a t o f i n v a s i o n b e c a m e a r e a l i t y . I n t h e c h a o t i c s i t u a t i o n w h i c h 
r a p i d l y d e v e l o p e d , r e s i s t a n c e w a s t o a l a r g e d e g r e e n e u t r a l i s e d b y N a p o l e o n ' s 
s p i e s o n t h e s p o t , t h e b e t r a y a l o f a g o o d n u m b e r o f F r e n c h k n i g h t s , i n c l u d i n g 
s o m e o f t h e G r a n d m a s t e r ' s c l o s e s t a d v i s o r s , w h o h a d a p p a r e n t l y c o n s p i r e d 
s e c r e t l y f o r y e a r s w i t h t h e F r e n c h R e v o l u t i o n a r y G o v e r n m e n t a g a i n s t t h e i r 
o w n O r d e r , a n d a l s o b y F r e n c h s y m p a t h i s e r s a m o n g t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n . 
A l l t h e s e e l e m e n t s s o w e d c o n f u s i o n a n d d i s s e i u i o n a m o n g t h e d e f e n d e r s . 

D r . C a r m e l o l e s t a i n h i s m o n u m e n t a l w o r k " T h e F r e n c h i n M a l t a " 
p u b l i s h e d b y M i d s e a B o o k s L t d i n 1 9 9 7 g i v e s a g r a p h i c d e s c r i p t i o n o f t h e 
b a c k g r o u n d o f t h e s e e v e n t s a n d t h e t e r r i b l e s i t u a t i o n t h e b e l e a g u e r e d 
G r a n d m a s t e r w a s f a c e d w i t h . ' 1 H o m p e s c h h a s s i n c e b e e n p r i n c i p a l l y b l a m e d 
f o r t h e c a p i t u l a t i o n o f M a l t a t o t h e F r e n c h a n d m u c h o d i u m h e a p e d o n h i s 
m e m o r y . P e r h a p s i n r e t r o s p e c t i t m a y b e m o r e c o r r e c t t o s a y t h a t h e w a s 
m o r e s i n n e d a g a i n s t t h a n s i n n i n g . 

T h e S u n , W e d n e s d a y , A u g u s t 2 2 1 7 9 8 r e p o r t s o n t h e t a k i n g o f M a l t a 
b y t h e F r e n c h i n a n a r t i c l e d a t e d J u l y 1 3 from C o r f u . The account of the 
taking ofMalta was published he?-e on the 20th. of June, in a long notification 
addressed to the G'teks, in which among other things, it is said: "A letter fimorn 
General Buonoparte, received this day by the Central Administration, announces 
the taking of Malta. The Republic will cover the Mediterranean with Victories. 
We shall soon see the Hero among us, This letter from Buonaparte was 
dated the 14th. ofJune.....It expressly directed that the taking of Malta should 
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be made known to the Inhabitants ofCorfit, and all the Greeks in the Morea; to 
which was added, that further intelligence should be sent to the Commissary of 
the course taken by the French Fleet.6 T h e s a m e n e w s p a p e r a l s o p u b l i s h e d a 
s h o r t n e w s i t e m d a t e d A u g u s t 8 f r o m V i e n n a , m e n t i o n i n g G r a n d m a s t e r 
H o m p e s c h ' s r e q u e s t f o r a s y l u m t h e r e a f t e r h i s e x p u l s i o n f r o m M a l t a . No 
answer has yet been returned to Baron Hompesch, the late Grandmaster, who 
has solicited permission to reside in Vienna, in consequence of which. Baron 
Hochberg, a Batavian Maltese knight, arrived here two days ago fiom Trieste, to 
support his application. According to his account, the inhabitants of Malta were 
in a state of revolution a few days before the arrival of the French, on which 
account, and the weakness of the garrison, the Grandynaster thought it not prudent 
to attempt any resistance. T h i s c o l u m n e n d s w i t h t h e c o m m e n t : / / is now 
remarked here that the capitulation of Malta by Baron Hompesch was not 
signed. 7 

T h e c a p i t u l a t i o n o f M a l t a u n d e r t h e g u i s e o f a C o n v e n t i o n w a s s i g n e d 
b y N a p o l e o n t o g e t h e r w i t h C o m m a n d e r B o s r e d o n R a n s i j a t , f o r m e r l y t h e 
O r d e r s t r e a s u r e r a n d o n e o f N a p o l e o n ' s a g e n r s , 6 B a r o n M a r i o T e s t a f e r r a t a , 
A d v o c a t e s G . N i c o l o M u s c a t & B e n e d i c t S c h c m b r i , B a l i d i T o r i n o P r i s o n , 
a n d t h e k n i g h t F i l i p e d e A m a t i e v e n t o n b o a r d t h e F r e n c h F l a g s h i p " L ' O r i c n t " 
o n J u n e 1 2 , 1 7 9 8 . ' ' T h e G r a n d m a s t e r d i d n o t s i g n t h i s d o c u m e n t w h e n i t 
w a s p r e s e n t e d t o h i m . 1 " 

P a r t i c u l a r n o t e s h o u l d b e t a k e n o f A r t i c l e 7 o f t h e C o n v e n t i o n w h i c h 
c a t e g o r i c a l l y d e c l a r e d t h a t The inhabitants of the islands of Malta and Gozo 
shall continue to enjoy, as in the past, the free exercise of the Catholic, Apostolic, 
and Roman Religion. They shall retain the property and privileges which they 
possess, no extraordinary taxes shall be levied.1' T h e F r e n c h , t o a l a r g e d e g r e e , 
a n d u n f o r t u n a t e l y f o r t h e m , d i d n o t h o n o u r t h i s c l a u s e , i n c o n s e q u e n c e o f 
w h i c h t h e i r r e l a t i o n s w i t h t h e l o c a l p o p u l a t i o n r a p i d l y t u r n e d s o u r . T h e i r 
i n s e n s i t i v e a n d h i g h h a n d e d b e h a v i o u r , p a r t i c u l a r l y t h e s a l e o f s a c r e d o b j e c t s 
f r o m c h u r c h e s a n d c o n v e n t s , following t h e w h o l e s a l e s p o l i a t i o n b y N a p o l e o n 
o f n u m e r o u s o b j e c t s o f g o l d , s i l v e r a n d p r e c i o u s s t o n e s f r o m c h u r c h e s a n d 
o t h e r b u i l d i n g s formerly b e l o n g i n g t o t h e O r d e r , e a r n e d t h e m i n c r e a s i n g 
h o s t i l i t y f r o m a d e e p l y r e l i g i o u s p e o p l e . T h e n e w s o f A d m i r a l S i r H o r a t i o 
N e l s o n s d e s t r u c t i o n o f t h e F r e n c h fleet a t t h e m o u t h o f t h e N i l e ( A b o u k i r 
B a y ) o n A u g u s t I 1 7 9 8 p r o v i d e d a n i m p e t u s w h i c h b r o u g h t t h e m t o t h e 
b r i n k o f r e b e l l i o n . T h e T i m e s , W e d n e s d a y , O c t o b e r 3 1 7 9 8 r e p o r t s o n t h i s 
s i n g u l a r v i c t o r y , a n d p u b l i s h e s N e l s o n ' s l e t t e r d a r e d A u g u s t 3 t o A d m i r a l 
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E a r l S t . V i n c e n t f r o m t h e " V a n g u a r d " , o f f t h e m o u t h o f t h e N i l e : M y L o r d , 
A l m i g h t y G o d h a s b l e s s e d h i s M a j e s t y ' s a r m s . . . . b y a g r e a t v i c t o r y o v e r t h e 
fleet o f t h e e n e m y . . . . o f f t h e m o u t h o f t h e N i l e . T h e e n e m y w a s m o o r e d i n a 
s t r o n g l i n e o f b a t t l e , b u t n o t h i n g c o u l d w i t h s t a n d t h e s q u a d r o n . . . . u n d e r m y 
c o m m a n d . T h e i r h i g h s t a t e o f d i s c i p l i n e . . . w i t h t h e i r v a l o u r . . . . w a s a b s o l u t e l y 
i r r e s i s t i b l e . 1 2 

E v i d e n c e o f t h e r a p a c i t y o f t h e F r e n c h w a s r e c o r d e d i n T h e E n g l i s h 
C h r o n i c l e , T u e s d a y , O c t o b e r 3 0 t o T h u r s d a y , N o v e m b e r 1 , 1 7 9 8 w h e r e i t 
w a s m e n t i o n e d t h a t Admiral Nelson has caused drawings to be made from the 
armorial bearings upon the plate brought from Malta, andfound on board one 
of the captured French ships. These drawings have been sent to the minister of 
the knights at Naples, in order that it may be restored to the right owners."" 

M e a n w h i l e t h e k n i g h t s o f Sc. J o h n i n R u s s i a f o r m i n g p a n o f t h e R u s s i a n 
P r i o r y u n d e r t h e p r o t e c t i o n o f C z a r P a u l 1 , w h o w a s g i v e n t h e r i d e o f Protector 
of the Order s o m e m o n t h s b e f o r e , M i s s u e d a m a n i f e s t o c o n d e m n i n g t h e 
c a p i t u l a t i o n o f M a l t a t o t h e F r e n c h a n d a c c u s i n g t h e k n i g h t s i n M a l t a a n d 
b y i m p l i c a t i o n G r a n d m a s t e r H o m p e s c h o f b e t r a y i n g t h e h o n o u r o f t h e O r d e r . 
T h i s s a m e n e w s p a p e r p u b l i s h e d t h e f u l l t e x t o f t h i s m a n i f e s t o u n d e r t h e 

h e a d i n g o f " P r o t e s t a t i o n o f t h e G r a n d P r i o r y o f R u s s i a " , o f w h i c h t h e 
following is a n e x t r a c t : We. the Baillis, Grand Cross, Commanders, Knights of 
the Grand Priory of Russia, and other knights of St. John ofJerusalem, at an 
extraordinary assembly at the Prioral Palace of the Order in the Imperial residence 
at St. Petersburgh, obliged to turn our attention towards Malta, what profound 
grief must we not feel in beholding that ancient and noble theatre of our glory 
treacherously sold by a Convention as null in its principles as it was infamous in 
its effects?.... The cowards who bore the name of knights surrendered that bulwark 
of Christianity which the example of their predecessors and the sacred laws of 
honour enjoined them to defend to the last drop of their blood.....Ifit depends on 
us at the present day to wash off in the blood of traitors the crimes they committed 
in shamefidly bartering the ancient arid superb inheritance of honour which our 
ancestors transmitted, let us at least show with energy the just resentment, hatred 
and contempt with which this felony inspires us We solemnly disavow cveiy 
proceeding contrary to the sacred laws of our Constitution. We regard as degraded 
from their rank and dignities all those who drew up, accepted or consented to the 
infamous treaty that surrendered Malta 

In fine we will never acktwwledge for our brethren, but those who shall 
manifest the conformity of their principles with ours, by adhering to the present 
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protestation, which we reserve to ourselves the power of extending or 
renewing.....Unanimously accepted and stamped with the seal of the Grand 
Priory of Russia. Dated at St. Petersburgh, this day Thursday 26th. ofAugust 
1798." 

I n M a l t a r e l a t i o n s b e t w e e n t h e M a l t e s e a n d t h e i r F r e n c h m a s t e r s 
s t e a d i l y w o r s e n e d , t h e flashpoint o f r e b e l l i o n b e i n g t h e s a l e o n S u n d a y 
S e p t e m b e r 2 1 7 9 8 o f s a c r e d o b j e c t s a t t h e C a r m e l i t e C h u r c h i n M d i n a 
w h i c h s o a n g e r e d t h e l a r g e c r o w d r a p i d l y a s s e m b l i n g o u t s i d e . T h e s i t u a t i o n 
b e c a m e i n c r e a s i n g l y u n m a n a g e a b l e a n d w a s n o t h e l p e d b y t h e a r r o g a n t 
b e h a v i o u r o f t h e F r e n c h c o m m a n d a n t o f M d i n a , I a z z a r c M a s s o n w h o w a s 
s o o n a f t e r s t o n e d a n d expired under the rain of blows from stones and sticks.'6 

T h e s a m e n e w s p a p e r g a v e t h e n e w s o f t h e M a l t e s e i n s u r r e c t i o n , 
a l t h o u g h i t p r e m a t u r e l y s t a t e d t h a t t h e F r e n c h h a d a l r e a d y s u r r e n d e r e d t h e 
i s l a n d : Government received intelligence yesterday, by the Lisbon mail, of the 
French troops at Malta having resigned the island by capitulation into the hands 
of the inhabitants. For some time previous to this event, the enemy, having been 
driven from every other part, were confined to the fortress of the capital, where 
they became so distressedfrom want of provisions, that they were at length forced 
to offer terms of capitulaton, which after some hesitation were accepted by the 
people, who were in safe and quiet possesion ofthe island..... We also understand 
that several transports, and one or two vessels of force, which were in the harbour, 
fell into the hands of a small British squadron that had for a short time before 
blockaded the port, and thereby accelerated the surrender of the island. This 
intelligence, although not received fi-om a quarter immediately official, is not 
doubted by Ministers.17 

T h e r e b e l l i o n r a p i d l y s p r e a d , t h e M a l t e s e r e a c t i n g w i t h s u c h f e r o c i t y 
t h a t t h e F r e n c h w e r e f o r c e d i n a v e r y s h o r t w h i l e t o t a k e r e f u g e w i t h i n t h e 
G r a n d H a r b o u r f o r t i f i c a t i o n s . F o r t s M a n o c l a n d T i g n c ' , a n d t h e w a l l s o f 
t h e C a s t e l l o i n G o z o , t h e s m a l l g a r r i s o n i n F o r t C h a m h r a y w a s h u r r i d c l y 
e v a c u a t e d b y t h e m d u r i n g t h e n i g h t o f t h e 1 6 / 1 7 t h . S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 . ' " 
T h e T i m e s , M o n d a y , O c t o b e r 2 2 1 7 9 8 a l s o r e f e r s t o t h e M a l t e s e i n s u r r e c t i o n 
i n s e v e r a l n e w s i t e m s , o n e r e p o r t s a y s "An express is just now arrivedfrom the 
Viceroy ofPalermo, bringing an account of the Maltese having made themselves 
masters of all forts except one, which it was thought could not hold out. From the 
batteries the Maltese had sunk the "Guillaume Tell", (an incorrect statement as 
we shall see later on), and the two frigates which had escapedfrom Begitires, and 
had hoisted Neapolitan colours. The whole island was in the utmost want of 
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provisions. The insurgents had cut off the only supply of water which the French 
had in their fortress, and it was supposed to be impossible for them to hold out 

for any length of time'"''. I t w a s w i d e l y t h o u g h t a t t h e t i m e t h a t t h e F r e n c h 
g a r r i s o n w a s o n t h e p o i n t o f s u r r e n d e r i n g , p a r t i c u l a r l y w h e n t h e s e a 
a p p r o a c h e s w e r e a l r e a d y b l o c k a d e d b y P o r t u g u e s e a n d B r i t i s h s h i p s , 
c o m m a n d e d r e s p e c t i v e l y b y t h e M a r q u i s d e N i z z a a n d S i r J a m e s S a u m e r c z . 
T h i s w i d e s p r e a d b e l i e f m a y e x p l a i n t h e s p a t e o f n e w s i t e m s a n n o u n c i n g 
t h e i r i m m i n e n t s u r r e n d e r o r e v e n t h e i r a c t u a l c a p i t u l a t i o n . I n f a c t o n t h e 
a f t e r n o o n o f t h e 2 5 t h . S e p t e m b e r 1 7 9 8 t h e a l l i e d c o m m a n d e r s d e c i d e d t o 
i s s u e a s u m m o n s i n v i t i n g G e n e r a l V a u b o i s t o s u r r e n d e r . I n h i s b r u s q u e r e p l y 
V a u b o i s refused t o c o n s i d e r t h e a l l i e d r e q u e s t . * 0 N o t w i t h s t a n d i n g t h i s d e f i a n t 
reply n o o n e c o u l d i m a g i n e t h a t t h e s i e g e w o u l d l a s t t w o w h o l e y e a r s . 

A n o t h e r n e w s i t e m f r o m t h e s a m e n e w s p a p e r d a t e d P a r i s , O c t o b e r 
1 3 , r e v e a l s F r e n c h a n x i e t y a b o u t t h e f a t e o f t h e i r g a r r i s o n : The last accounts 

from Malta are rather alarming. They confirm the intelligence of an insurrection 
having broken out in that island, several of our soldiers have perished. The 
French garrison is provided with corn for a tivelve-month, but it has little wine 
and meat, and cannot obtain water but with great difficulty" F r e n c h a n x i e t y 
is a l s o g r a p h i c a l l y e v i d e n t i n a n o t h e r report f r o m t h e F r e n c h p r e s s reproduced 
i n t h i s n e w s p a p e r : The "Correspondance" of this day contains the following 
letter from Malta, dated the 21st. Frucidor (7th. September). "The Sicilian 
Vespers have been renewed, and French blood has been shed by the murderous 
poniards of the inhabitants of this town. It was on the day corresponding with 
Sunday, preceding the 20th. Frucidor (2nd. September) that the insurrection 
broke out after the Vespers, at the signal given by the roscin. and by the ttvo guns 
fired in the old city We have no intelligence of the fate of the garrison of the 
island of Gozo, composed of350 men. nor of that of the old city which consisted 
of 100 men: much fear is entertained of their falling under the poniards of the 
assassins. The insurgents have rendered themselves masters of several batteries, 
which command different landing places, and of a powder mill. On the 20th. 
Frucidor (6th. September) the peasants appeared before the town, but were driven 
back by the fire of our cannon. They cannot lay siege to it, but they have numerous 
partizans among the inhabitants. The French force consists of some frigates and 
gun-boats, which keep the sea open, and render them invincible, if the ports of 
Sicily should be early enough shut against the English fleets. " 

F i n a l l y , e l s e w h e r e i n t h i s n e w s p a p e r a report s t a t e s t h a t General 
Schauenburgh has been appointed Governor of Malta," a n i n c o r r e c t s t a t e m e n t , 
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p r o b a b l y refering t o t h e a p p o i n t m e n t , a m o n g o t h e r s , o f t h e K n i g h t 
C o m m a n d e r S c h a u e n b e r g b y G r a n d m a s t e r H o m p e s c h as h i s e m i s s a r y t o 
M a l t a . U p t o t h a t t i m e H o m p e s c h s t i l l h a d h o p e s o f r e t u r n i n g t o M a l t a a n d 
r e - e s t a b l i s h i n g t h e O r d e r ' s r u l e . F r o m T r i e s t e , w h e r e h e w a s s t a y i n g a t t h e 
t i m e , t h e K n i g h t S t . P r i e s t w r o t e t o t h e B a l i d e L i t t a i n S t . P e t e r s b u r g t h a t 
We have heardfrom same merchants who havejust arrivedfrom Malta, that the 
Maltese peasants have risen in rebellion....and have raised the flag of the Order. 
If the Order had warships... The Grandmaster could go personally among the 
Maltese.....because now they know who had betrayed them....1'' 

B a r e l y t w o m o n t h s f r o m t h e s t a r t o f t h e r e b e l l i o n t h e F r e n c h g a r r i s o n 
i n G o z o w a s f o r c e d t o c a p i t u l a t e . T h e S u n , W e d n e s d a y , D e c e m b e r 2 6 , 
1 7 9 8 g i v e s p r o m i n e n c e t o t h i s s u c c e s s , p u b l i s h i n g t h e t e x t o f t w o l e t t e r s , 
o n e s e n t b y C a p t a i n A l e x a n d e r B a l l t o A d m i r a l N e l s o n r e p o r t i n g o n t h i s 
s u c c e s s , a n d t h e s e c o n d s e n t b y t h e l a t t e r t o A d m i r a l E a r l S t . V i n c e n t e n c l o s i n g 
a c o p y o f C a p t a i n B a l l ' s d e s p a t c h . N e l s o n ' s l e t t e r p r a i s e s C a p t a i n B a l l ' s zeal, 
activity, and ability a n d a l s o r e v e a l s t h a t h e had entrusted him with the blockade 
of Malta b y t h e B r i t i s h f l e e t . " C a p t a i n B a l l ' s l e t t e r t o N e l s o n w a s d a t e d 
O c t o b e r 3 0 , 1 7 9 8 from t h e " A l e x a n d e r " o f f M a l t a : Sir, 1 have the honour to 
acquaint you, that the Commandant of the French troops in the Castle ofGoza, 
( n o w a d a y s k n o w n as t h e C i t a d e l i n V i c t o r i a ) , signed the capitulation the 28th. 
inst. which you had approved. I ordered Captain Creswell of the Marines to take 
possession of it in the name of his Britannic Majesty, and His Majesty's colours 
were hoisted. ( A s a m a t t e r o f i n t e r e s t t h i s w a s t h e f i r s t o c c a s i o n w h e n t h e 
B r i t i s h flag w a s flown i n t h e M a l t e s e I s l a n d s ) . " The next day the place was 
delivered up inform to the Deputies of the Island. His Sicilian Majesty's Colours 
hoisted, and he acknowledged their lawful Sovereign. ( I t s h o u l d n o t b e forgetten 
t h a t t h e K i n g o f t h e T w o S i c i l i e s w a s f e u d a l o v e r l o r d o f t h e M a l t e s e I s l a n d s , 
since the Order of St. John had originally acquired Malta not in absolute 
ownership but in fief of the Crown of Sicily" A t t h e t i m e o f a c q u i s i t i o n S i c i l y 
b e l o n g e d t o t h e S p a n i s h C r o w n u n d e r t h e r u l e o f t h e H a b s b u r g E m p e r o r 
C h a r l e s V a s K i n g o f S p a i n ) . I embarkedyestarday all the French Officers and 
Men who were on the Island ofGoza, amounting to two hundred and seventeen. 
I enclose the Articles of Capitulation jind an inventory of the arms amd 
ammunition found in the Castle, part of which I directed to be sent to the 
assistance of the Maltese, who are in arms against the French. There were three 
thousand two hundred sacks of corn in the Castle, which will be a great relief to 
the inhabitants, who are much in want of that article. I have the Honour to be, 
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& (Signed) Alex. John Ball 
To Bear Admiral Sir Horatio Nelson.-"* 

T h e m i l i t a r y s t a l e m a t e w a s m a i n t a i n e d t h r o u g h o u t 1 7 9 9 . T h e F r e n c h 
e n t r a p p e d b e h i n d t h e w a l l s o f t h e H a r b o u r f o r t i f i c a t i o n s , a n d t h e M a l t e s e 
i n s u r g e n t s a n d t h e i r B r i t i s h a l l i e s t o o f e w i n n u m b e r a n d t o o l i g h t l y a r m e d 
t o m a k e a n y a s s a u l t p o s s i b l e a g a i n s t s u c h f o r m i d a b l e b a s t i o n s . T h e F r e n c h 
g a r r i s o n u n d e r t h e i r r e s o l u t e c o m a n d e r G e n e r a l V a u b o i s w e r e d e t e r m i n e d 
t o r e s i s t as f a r as p o s s i b l e , b u t t h e b l o c k a d e b y l a n d a n d s e a w a s g r a d u a l l y 
s t a r v i n g t h e m o f e s s e n t i a l s u p p l i e s . H o w e v e r o n e m e m o r a b l e i n c i d e n t , i n 
J a n u a r y o f t h a t y e a r , d e s e r v e s t o b e m e n t i o n e d . I n o r d e r t o b r e a k t h i s i m p a s s e , 
t h e M a l t e s e l e a d e r s m a d e s e c r e t c o n t a c t w i t h t h e i r c o m p a t r i o t s i n s i d e V a l l e t t a , 
p l a n n i n g t h e i n f i l t r a t i o n i n t o t h e t o w n o f t r o o p s f r o m t h e c o u n t r y s i d e . 
U n f o r t u n a t e l y t h e d a r i n g p l o t w a s d i s c o v e r e d , a n d a n u m b e r o f t h e 
c o n s p i r a t o r s a m o n g s t w h o m w a s F a t h e r M i c h a e l X e r r i w h o p l a y e d a k e y 
r o l e i n t h e c o n s p i r a c y and who was a close friend of Canon Saverio Caruana. 
one of the principal lenders of the Maltese insurgentr' p a i d w i t h t h e i r l i v e s f o r 
t h e i r p a t r i o t i s m . T h e b a c k g r o u n d o f t h i s s a d e v e n t i s d e s c r i b e d i n d e t a i l i n 
D r . T e s t a ' s b o o k . 3 0 

B y t h e b e g i n i n g o f 1 8 0 0 t h e p l i g h t o f t h e F r e n c h g a r r i s o n w a s b e c o m i n g 
i n c r e a s i n g l y d e s p e r a t e , t h e s h o r t a g e o f e s s e n t i a l s u p p l i e s i n c l u d i n g f o o d 
b e c a m e a c u t e . A t t e m p t s b y e l e m e n t s o f t h e F r e n c h fleet t o b r e a k o u t o f t h e 
G r a n d H a r b o u r a n d r u n t h e g a u n t l e t o f t h e B r i t i s h fleet, i n o r d e r t o o b t a i n 
h e l p a n d t o r e p o r t o n t h e s i t u a t i o n i n t h e i s l a n d , n e a r l y a l l f a i l e d . S i m i l a r l y 
u n s u c c e s s f u l w e r e o u t s i d e a t t e m p t s t o l a n d p r o v i s i o n s a n d ' r e i n f o r c e m e n t s 
f o r t h e b e l e a g u r e d g a r r i s o n . T h e E d i n b u r g h E v e n i n g C o u r a n i , M o n d a y , 
M a r c h 3 1 , 1 8 0 0 reports o n o n e s u c h a t t e m p t : Advices were at the same time 
received from Lord Nelson ( f o l l o w i n g h i s v i c t o r y a t t h e B a t t l e o f t h e N i l e , 
A d m i r a l N e l s o n w a s r a i s e d t o t h e p e e r a g e as B a r o n N e l s o n o f t h e N i l e ) , 3 1 

announcing the capture of the "Genereux" man of war of 74 guns....and also of 
a large store ship, which were both going to Malta. There were fifteen hundred 
troops on board these two ships for the reinforcement ofthe garrison of Valletta. 
The store ship ran aground after being taken.... The "Genereux" was first engaged 

by the "Success" frigate of 32 guns and in the action Admiral Perree was 
killed by a raking shot which took both his legs. The "Genereux " had ten men 
killed and several wounded, the "Success" two killed and eight wounded. The 
"Genereux" attempted to escape, but Lord Nelson's fleet coming up, she struck. 
The French troops have been lately landed at Leghorn. Malta is now closely 


