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Godfrey Wettinger

The Falzon Family and the Capomastro
of Its House at Mdina

The Falzon Family

From before 1300 right down to the seventeenth century, but especially
after 1399, the family with the surname Falzon, under several different
spellings, always took a prominent part in the municipal affairs of the
Malta, although its social position could not compare with that of the
principal feudal families long settled in Mdina. In the fifteenth and early
sixteenth centuries it shared power in the small municipal administration
of Mdina with the Bordinos, the Caxaros, the Falcas, the Vaccaros and
one or two others, although none of these could compare in sheer wealth
and power with the greater feudal families, like the Desguanes, the
Mazaras, the De Navas, the De Guevaras, and, earlier on, the Gattos.
Ihis the Falzons persisted in doing for generation after generation,
when other families like the Vagnolu, the D’Alaimo, the Calavas, the
Vassallos, even the Sillatos, the De Nasis, and the Bonellos were
unable to perform for the same length of time and with the same uniform
SLICCESS.

The earliest reference to a member of the Falson family goes back
lo 8 February 1299 when Guglielmo di Malta left instructions in his will
that a black slave he had wrongly taken from Philippo Falzono of Malta
should be returned to him.! Almost exactly a century later, on 19 July
1399, Anthonius Falzono, a citizen of Malta, obtained the grant of Deyr
Chandun, a tenimentum (holding) of thirteen salmas, from King Martin in
reward for having greatly assisted in the recovery of the Maltese Islands
o his rule, but for which Anthonius was expected to pay an annual
census of six golden uncie.? On 15 October 1457 Notary Anthonius de
Falsone was granted a stretch of land at ll-Fiddien extending towards
ll-Hafa carefully described in the grant not to exceed six tuminatas in
amount, subject to the annual payment of one tareno per tuminata of
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land.? It is referred to as avineyard but Falzon was allowed to plant any
other trees there. In 1506 Luca Berbieri in Palermo was already noting
that the annual payment of five golden uncie of Sicily on the fief of Dejr
Handul had not been paid for years. Yet another century later, another
Antonius Fauzuni married Caterina, the daughter of Petrus Vaccaru,
from whom he received adowry amounting to an annual royal grant
iIn the form of amoney fief of twelve uncie which she inherited from
her father.* In 1510 the 'nobleman' Saivus de Falsone received royal
approval for the contractual agreement he had reached with Don Paulo
de Aragona (sic) providing for the continuation of his lease of the land
of Ghajn Rihana which he had obtained from the latter for as long as
Aragona remained indebted to him. In other words, he had practically
taken over the fiefand three of itsvineyards.” However, itis clear that the
influence of the Falsone family can hardly be attributed to its possession
of feudal property inwhatever way itwas obtained.

Before 1500 members of the family did their very best to acquire
ecclesiastical preferment. This must have contributed to the prominence
of the family. Thus, the well-known roll of benefices of 1436 records one
attributed to Antonio Falsuni.® Donnus Nicolaus de Falsono held the
cathedral prebend of Bir iz-Zghir.” The priest Lemus de Falsono held the
benefice of Farfar.® As for all other Falsone of the first half of the fifteenth
century, 1tis not possible to place either Don Nicolaus or Don Lemus
(I.e. Guillelmus) Falsone in the Falsone family tree, but it is known that
both names recur within another generation. Of these, Don Nicolaus IS
known to have been the son of a Petrus Falsone. He eventually became
Treasurer of the cathedral and archdeacon. He died in 1505. Don Lemus
de Falsone Junior was his brother. Don Michaele de Falsone, the son
of Notary Antonius, served as diocesan vicar in the later years of the
fifteenth century. There were other closely connected Falsone clerics
who achieved less prominence: aDon Paulus et Petrus de Falsone who
was Don Michaele's brother and died in 1505, aDon Petrus de Falsone
who was 48 years old in 1495 about whom not much is known, and a
Dominican friar Nicolaus de Falsone, another brother of Don Michaele
and don Paulus et Petrus. He served as representative of the Inquisition
in Gozo 1n1491. His nephew, another Don Michele de Falsone, a
son of the lawyer Andreas, became acleric early in life and obtained
preferment to at least one church benefice, but finally renounced Holy
Orders in 1505, got married and eventually had at least three sons and
a daughter. His own son Lorenzo was also referred to as Don Lorenzo,
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but is otherwise largely unkown. It does seem that with these final efforts
the Falsone family avoided Holy Orders for generations afterwards.

They seem instead tohave concentrated their ambitions on
amassing property by private property deals and obtaining influence
by public appointments. For the first fifty years of the fifteenth century,
members of the Falzon family were rather modest intheir administrative
ambitions. Except forAntonius Falcon, possibly standing for Falson, who
became atownjurat for 1407-08,” and who was possibly the same person
who signed the Capitoli of 1410, one does notcome over another Falson
or Fauzunijurat before 1452 when Petrus Fauzuni became jurat for the
year 1452-53.*% |n 1461 Franciscus Falczuni called Chamsun became
jurat of Malta.'" APetrus Fauzuni became jurat for the years 1477-78,"'°
and 1487-88."'7 The lawyer Andreas de Fauzono bhecame one of the
lown jurats for the year 1485-86.'" His brother Laurencius Fanchuni
(lor Falczuni) was jurat for the year 1493.°° Their other brother, Notary
lacobus Falczuni, was jurat for 1500-1501."°Antonius Angelus Fauzuni
was jurat for 1502-03.'" Saivus Fauzuni was jurat for May 1504 to April
1505.'° Antonius Jacobus Fauzoni was jurat for 1513-14,*% Antoni Petri
auzuni was jurat for 1521-22,%% and Antonius Jacohi Falsone in 1522-
"1°1 Asecond Laurencius Fauzuni was jurat for 1519-20.°°

Throughout the period under review, that 1sthe fifteenth and
sixteenth centuries, the Falzuni family made its mark mainly 1nthe
judicial sphere. Pinus Falsuni became judge for the years 1404-05 <2
1407-08,%" 1428-29,%° 1434-35,°° and 1438-39.°" Lemo [i.e. Gugliermo]
diizuni was judge for 1409-10,°% 1419-20,%° 1421-22°% and 1436-37.°
Franciscus Fauzuni bhecame judge for the year 1447-48.°% Neither
Pinus nor Franciscus or Lemo probably had any legal training. This
«ortainly could not be said of the lawyer brothers Laurencius Fauzuni
nnd Andreas Fauzuni. or the other brother Jacobus, who was a notary.
| elurencius was the assessor or trained judge in the town mayor's court
for the years 1479-80, 1483-84 and 1501-02.°° Andreas filled the same
post in 1477-78.°% Jacobus was assessor or judge for the mayoralty
court in 1496-97, and 1512-13,°° and he served as registrar in the civil
court in 1477-78, 1486-87, 1491-92, 1506-07, 1509-10.°° Subsequently,
his son Antonius Jacobus Fauzuni also served as court registrarin
11)04-05.°" The notary Antonius de Falczono, who was the common
Mrent of Laurencius, Andreas and Jacobus, was judge in the mayor's
o mitt, for the year 1470-71.°°% On his death, he was succeeded by his
son Andreas.”” Andreas served on at least three other occasions: 1472-




