ParishClockworks
IN XIX Century Gfiaxaq

Time stands stilinthesmall picturesque villagefGliaxagdueto a
mechanical problemnitschurchclock.T hebelfry which houseigwas
completedbythelatter haliofthel750s, whernheconstructionofthe
new churchtothedesignofarchitect Sebastian Saliba (1~0B782)
was infull swing

The middle yearsoftheeighteenth century bear witndsthe
constructionoftwoimportant clocksT hePinto turretclock at the
Grandmaster's Palaoeasinaugurated earlieim1745vhilstthestill
functioning churctlockofthe Conventual ChuroifSt. John's dateso
the late 1760's.Norecords revealingheauthoroftheGhaxaq parish
churchclockhave been tracetodate, although technical data potwlts
eighteenth century methodolomfyconstruction.

The earliest known references ddw®l814 when Maestro Carlo
Balzanwaspaid 7 scudi and6 grani "per trecorde per ['orologio®
More important howevesaninteresting document dated 1865, which
testifiestoaninterventioninthis parishclock bythewell-knownclock
maker, Michelangelo Sapiano (1826-19TRis.noteworthy horologist
had bythen achieved widespread recognifienhisskills.Hisgenius
had been confirmebby acertificateandagoldmedal awardedoythe
Malta SocietyofArts, ManufacturandCommerceinl857> Sapiano
was also awardetheSilver MedaintheMaltese Industry Exhibitiom
the year preceedingheGhaxag commissicnAilthese achievements
seemto puttherocurator's choiclortheaepairof hishurchclockas
an obvious one.

The entryintheVeneranda Lampadarecords, forming paotf
the Ghaxaqg parish archives, describeepaymentasaffectedbythe
procuratorDonGiuseppe Demicolinfavorofa'restoration' exercise
undertakenbySapiano® Yet,inhisreceipt, Sapiano justifiestotal
sum ofl65scudipaid'perlavori fatti in unariparazione e rinovaziond.
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Furthermore,h elists 'trenta centri di bronzo\
ass?, aswell asthree 'ruccheid two 'ruote della sfera’ anda 'ruota
deflo scappamento e io scappamento’ ° Allthese partsardistedas
having been changeorradically modifiedbySapiano himself. These
replacementsaaswellas thdotalsumquotedforthantervention seem
toweigh moranfavorofarenovation exercise than mere repair works.
Inthis contextthesaidsumis,onthogher hand, surprisingly high when
comparedto thecostofchurch clockproducedbySapiano duringhe
same periodTheonefoCasal Chircop constructaml 862 hadost

27 scudi whilsanearlier versiofiorGudia (1860hadcost30 scudil?f

A later example constructdalySapianoforaprivate clientinl871
amountedto 42scudill Itisdifficultatthis pointtojustify this exorbitant
expense.lfthefigures quotedoyCastagnaarecorrect,a commission
for a newclockcould have been more feasibl®© ntheother hand,
therecouldwell existhepossibility thathereasons behind this greater
expense outweighetheinstallatiomfanewlock.Technical data about
the clockdoes confirm that eighteenth centhirydcagetype models
keep time rather precisélyThislatter proposaisfurther supporteldy

a concernforcorrect time keeping whicgsensedinparticular entries

In theparish recordslnl851therocurator agreettopay thechurch
sexton 1 8scudi forthree yearsinadvance 'per darcura all'orologio
mentre negli antecedenti adiliavano erroneamente dalia fondazione
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Sapiano's interventionsrecorded aftera series ofseemingly
regular 'accomodaturd totheparishclockwhich seemtobetrayan
inherent mechanical probleim1824, Agostino Calleaanda blacksmith
were paid 6 scudi and?2grani 'per accomodatura del battente™
Expensesinrespect o f'catena dellorologid arealso recordedinthe
same entryy> Amere five years latempaymentof sixscudiis recorded
'perporto  eriporto delle ruote deltlstesso orologid and '‘perdue  rocchelli
dell'orologio.™ Aseemingly important intervention occuarkgwyears
laterin1833vhentheprocuratoroftheVeneranda Lampadpaid8 1
scudi'per accomodatura dell'orologid IN1837, Maestro Paolo Sapian
was paidthe sunof 7scudi bytheprocurator once agaimfavorof
restoringthechurchclocki8 Further paymentarenotedinl840infavor
of Maestro Pietrbantil® andlaterin18432% Mro Pietrowascalleda
second time duringhesame yearperl'accomodatura deH'orologio'.
Thesesuccessive payments betrayecurrent concerfortheregular
functioningof thechurchclock.Sapiano's intervention appedoshave

apendulumand 'quattro



